
Vladimir Nicholayevich Vinogradov (1923 - 2003) 

 Vladimir Nicholayevich Vinogradov, a prominent rector of Moscow 

Institute of Oil and Gas named after Ivan Gubkin, was born in Nemchinovka 

village near Moscow on February 25, 1923 in the family of a railwayman. After 

finishing secondary school in 1940 he entered Moscow Oil Institute. From the very 

beginning of the Great Patriotic war he took an active part in building defensive 

ditches at the outskirts of Moscow. In October 1941 he enrolled as a volunteer in 

the 4
th

 Moscow Communist division of national militia, later he fought against 

German occupants in the Red Army. In April 1942 he was badly wounded in both 

legs and 9 months stayed at hospitals. After retiring from the Red Army V.N. 

Vinogradov continued his studies at the mechanical department of Moscow Oil 

Institute and graduated from it in 1950. He combined his studies with public work. 

His being a member of the CPSU (Communist Party of the Soviet Union) since 

1945 helped him greatly in performing this kind of work. He was the secretary of 

the LYCLSU (Leninist Young Communist League of the Soviet Union) committee 

of Moscow Gubkin Oil Institute and afterwards the secretary of the Leninsky 

LYCLSU district committee of Moscow. 

 The whole 30-year history of Moscow Institute of Oil and Gas named after 

Ivan Gubkin is associated with professor Vinogradov’s name. Largely due to his 

efforts the University has become an important center for a research work and a 

basic higher educational establishment of this country. It unites and coordinates the 

training and additional training of specialists for oil and gas industry. During 

professor V.N.Vinogradov’s period of work as a rector 38 thousand of highly 

qualified specialists were graduates of the University, a lot of them being the 

leaders in the oil and gas industry of modern Russia. Professor V.N.Vinogradov 

was the author of a great many published scientific works, monographs and 

inventions dealing with wear-out of oil field equipment and mechanical wear-out 

of steels and alloys. He was twice the academician Gubkin Prize Laureate for 

developing new types of drilling bits. Under him the University broadened its 

facilities, acquired new academic and laboratory buildings, hostel buildings, the 

Community Center and recreation centers, for example “Zaluchye”. He was an 

organizer and director of Institute of Oil and Gas Problems. 

 Professor Vinogradov received many honours from learned societies, such as 

Honourable worker of higher school, Honourable oilman, Honourable worker of 

gas industry, President of Union of rectors in Russia. In 1983 for his numerous 

important contributions in training highly qualified staff and for developing 

scientific researches V.N. Vinogradov was awarded the rank of Hero of Socialist 



Labour and he was decorated with Order of Lenin and Golden medal «Hammer 

and Sickle» – the highest rewards of the country. 

 Vladimir NicholayevichVinogradov died in Moscow in 2003 and was buried 

at the Novodevichye cemetery. 

 

I. Find information in the text to the following questions: 

1. What department did professor V.N. Vinogradov study at and what technical 

problems was he interested in? 

2. What structural transformations did Moscow Gubkin Oil Institute undergo thanks to 

professor V.N.Vinogradov’s being its rector? 

3. What was professor V.N.Vinogradov awarded the rank of Hero of Socialist Labour 

for? 

  

II. Word formation. Look at the words in capitals: 

DEPART, ESTABLISH, EQUIP, LEAD, ORGANIZE, DIRECT, WORK, DEVELOP, 

BAD, GREAT, LARGE, HIGH 

And answer the questions: 

Which of them in the text 

1. Have a noun form ending in – ment? 

2. Have a noun form that is a person? 

3. Have an adverb form? 

 

III. Underline the mistakes in each sentence: 

1. It is the number of highly qualified specialists trained at the University what I find so 

great. 

2. It was not when I read professor V.N. Vinogradov`s biography that I realized what a 

great scientist and patriot he was. 

3. That amazes me is that V.N. Vinogradov enrolled as a volunteer in division of 

national militia when he was 18 years old. 

4. It impresses people about professor V.N. Vinogradov is that he was twice the Gubkin 

Prize Laureate for developing new types of drilling bits. 

5. The reason for his being able to continue his studies at Moscow Oil Institute was that 

the Great Patriotic war broke out in 1941. 

6. What does I know about Gubkin State University of Oil and Gas is that its 30-year 

history is associated with professor Vinogradov`s name. 

 

 

 



IV. Match to make sentences: 

1. Prof. V.N. Vinogradov combined a) and stayed at hospitals 9 months 

2. He took an active part in b) developing many scientific 

researches 

3. Our University unites and 

coordinates 

c) helped him in performing public 

work 

4. His being a member of the CPSU d) developing new types of drilling 

bits 

5. Professor V.N. Vinogradov was 

awarded the rank of Hero of 

Socialist Labour for 

e) building defensive ditches at the 

outskirts of Moscow 

6. He was badly wounded f) training of specialists for oil and 

gas industry  

7. Rector V.N. Vinogradov greatly 

contributed in 

g)  he studied at the mechanical 

department of Moscow Oil Institute 

8. Due to his efforts h.) the University has become a basic 

higher educational establishment of this 

country 

9. After retiring from the Red Army i)  his studies with public work 

 

V. Translate the following sentences into English: 

1. После окончания средней школы он поступил в Московский нефтяной 

институт. 

2. Его научные работы в области механики касались износа промыслового 

оборудования и износа металлов и сплавов. 

3. В  1983 году профессор Виноградов В.Н. получил высшие награды страны – 

звание Героя Социалистического труда, Орден Ленина и золотую медаль «Серп 

и Молот». 

4. Он был дважды Лауреатом премии академика И.М. Губкина за разработку 

новых типов буровых долот. 

5. При нем университет расширил свои возможности, приобрёл новые учебные и 

лабораторные корпуса, здания общежития, Дом культуры и базы отдыха. 

6. Профессор В.Н. Виноградов был организатором и директором Института 

проблем нефти и газа (ИПНГ). 

 

VI. Speak on prof. V.N. Vinogradov`s biography. Use the following words and 

word combinations. 

To finish school, to graduate from the Institute, to combine studies with public work, to train 

specialists, to deal with, wear-out of equipment, wear-out of steels and alloys, to develop, to 

receive honours, to be awarded, to be decorated, to contribute, the highest rewards. 

VII. Agree or disagree with the following statement. Give your reasoning. 

To take an active part in political and social life is the only way to make a career. 


