
       

Valentin Dmitrievich Shashin (1916 – 1977) 

Valentin Dmitrievich Shashin was a prominent Soviet statesman who headed the 

Soviet oil&gas industry for many years. He was born in 1916 in Baku. After 

leaving school he entered oil&gas training college and later became a student of 

Moscow oil institute. He majored in oil and gas field development and got a 

graduate engineer’s diploma in 1943. During the Gr. Patriotic war he participated 

in Moscow defense. 

 In 1947-1953 he was engaged as chief engineer and CEO of oil/gas fields in 

Bashkiria and 1960-1965 – CEO of the oil major Tatneft. In 1965 the ministry of 

oil producing industry was established, with him its first minister. In the 70s this 

ministry was renamed with V.D. Shashin becoming the minister of the Soviet oil 

industry. 

 This period showed the most intensive development and enormous growth 

of the Soviet oil industry. Oil production in the country went up twice. Oil 

recovery was developing rapidly at that time in Bashkiria, Tatarstan, Perm and in 

the main oil producing region West Siberia. Under his guidance off-shore 

techniques of production and development were introduced.  

 He streamlined scientific research and practical development of oil fields.  

Shashin shared the ideas put forward by academician A.P. Krylov on introduction 

of new two-stage drilling. Later these methods were used in developing a unique 

giant oil field Romashkino. 

A.P. Krylov initiated the research of new heat, gaseous and chemical 

methods of enhanced recovery. This initiative got a full support of Minister V.D. 

Shashin under his direction the company of Zarubezneft was set up. It aimed at 

extending international contact and promoting the Soviet industry to the 

international market. The company realized a great many oil/gas projects all over 

the world. According to the programs of complex sustainable development giant 

oil/gas exploration facilities were put on stream in such countries as Algiers, 

Vietnam, Iraq, Iran, Egypt, India, Kuwait, Syria, Lybia. 

 

I. Find synonyms to the following words and word combinations: 

 1. prominent; 

2. major (v); 

3. be engaged in (v); 

4. rename (v); 

5. rapidly; 

6. enormous; 

7. off-shore technique; 



8. upgrade (v) 

II. Find English equivalents to the following: 

 1. разработка н/газ месторождений; 

 2. международные связи; 

 3. крупные нефтяные компании; 

 4. разделять идеи; 

 5. продвигать на международный рынок. 

III. Answer the questions: 

 1. What is Shashin’s educational background? 

 2. What positions did he occupy since graduation? 

3. How can the period of his being Minister be characterized? 

4. What innovations were introduced? 

5. What international contacts were established at that period? 

IV. Please express the key idea of each paragraph of the text. 

 


